
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Elena Watson, Troy, Idaho for the 

interesting rainbow photo above. 

 

The Tennessee Walking Horse Heritage Society 

formed as a group in October 2003. Since that 

time, we began publishing Heritage Highlights 

as a way to let  people  know what we were 

doing with our horses and to let others showcase 

their  own  Heritage Horses and Heritage 

Outcrosses. We started out with a Fall 2006 

 issue, then two issues in 2007. The stories and 

photos began to come in, and we increased to a 

quarterly publication in 2008. Because the 

stories kept coming  in with increasing 

frequency, in  2009 we began a monthly 

newsletter, and we have published monthly ever 

since. We have YOU, our loyal readers and story 

contributors, to thank for this! One of 

 our readers suggested we have a Facebook page 

for the Heritage Society, and we think 

 it might be a cool idea. How many of you 

readers would want to "Friend" us if we 

 create a Facebook page? Let us know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNLESS-SIRED TRAIL MARE SUPR EME 

OSTELLA'S SOUVENIR MAUD #20406294 

By Franne Brandon, Petersburg, Tennessee 

  

  

The old mare Mayflower R. 570124, by White 

Merry Boy Jr., was one of many Sunless horses 

in the walking horse world in which she was 

foaled the property of the noted black breeder 

Jake Reese. Mayflower's dam was also bred by 

Reese. Della Reese was by Grey Lad by Bramlett 

F-9 and out of Old Della, also by Bramlett F-9, 

tracing twice to the old gray stallion who had 

proven his worth in the stud in Middle Tennessee 

before the black Standardbred Allan's arrival. 

Mayflower had a productive career as a matron, 

living out her entire life on the Reese farm. One 

of her daughters, Mayflower's Lady, sired by My 

Midnight Traveler, did leave the farm after her 

breeder's death, to become first the property of 

Robert Foutch of Watertown, Tennessee, then in 

her last years, of Leon Oliver of Brown Shop 

Road Farms in Cornersville, Tennessee. 

  

Mayflower's Lady was in her late twenties when 

she went to live in the hills of Marshall County. 

There, she met Leon's old Sunless stallion Red 

Bud's Rascal, only one year her junior. In spite 

of their advanced ages, the geriatric pair 

managed to produce a pair of offspring which 

traced to Midnight Sun only one time, through 

Lady's sire. In 1994, the first of these, Ostella's 

Della Rosebud 945331, hit the ground, an 

attractive sorrel sabino with classic white 

markings and extensive white ticking in her 

coat. Della was broke to ride and saw service 

as Leon's personal trail mare before she joined 

the Oliver broodmare band. 
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Ostellaôs Della Rosebud with Oscar Aerdts in 

the Duke River of Tennessee 

 

Della proved to be an excellent producer and an 

attentive mother. In 2003, Leon decided to take 

Della to the court of his stepson's stallion 

Souvenir's Rascal. While he had raised foals 

from Redman over the years that Stanley Nix 

had stood him at stud, all of these foals had been 

out of grade mares that the family owned. 

Souvenir's Rascal, or Redman as he was 

commonly known, had turned twenty, so was not 

a young stallion any longer. Leon had owned his 

true red roan dam for a time, and she had been a 

mare he'd admired for years before he had the 

opportunity to purchase her. He wanted to keep 

that bloodline in his mare band because he had 

"liked Redman's dam so much." 

 

 
Redman at liberty 

 

On April 27, 2004, Della foaled a red filly with a 

star and strip. Compared to the fancy sabino 

cousin foaled by Della's full sister that same 

spring, the Redman daughter lacked flash. 

However, to Leon's experienced eye, she was 

exactly what he had expected from the cross of 

Sunless Souvenir's Rascal to Della. As he 

explains "From the time she was a colt, she'd just 

walk up to you. When the colts were weaned, 

she'd leave the group, come up to you, and stay 

with you." Leon let the filly run with the herd as 

she grew through her yearling year. Her attitude 

never changed. Leon says "You can catch her in 

the lot anywhere. You don't need a bucket of 

feed. She'll come up to you." 

 

 
Ostella's Souvenir Maud and dam Ostella's 

Della Rosebud in pasture, late May 2004. 
 

 
Ostellaôs Rascal Maryôs bold sabino coloring 

made her more easily noticed that shy Maud, 

who is behind her mother. Mary was sired by 

Grantôs Mark of Allen 

 

 
Maud shows a little more independence as she 

moved from her dam's side and posed for 

the camera for this shot. 



When it was time for saddle work, all the 

country trainers who had been starting young 

horses in the Cornersville area ten years earlier 

had found other things to do with their free time. 

 The young Mennonite boys who had often 

started colts in the past were no longer breaking 

riding horses, either. Leon sent Maud to his 

nephew, John Oliver, for her first saddle training. 

John started Maud under saddle and brought her 

along. She proved to be such a sensible and 

dependable mount, in spite of her young years, 

that John's wife Katie Oliver was able to learn to 

ride on Souvenir's Maud. Maud became Katie 

Oliver's trail mare for two years, in 2008 and 

2009. The pair traveled with John Oliver and his 

Oliver-bred Spotted Saddle Horse to major rides, 

including the Bullet trail rides. 

 

 
Kate Oliver on Souvenirôs Maud on one of the 

rides at Circle E 

 

 
Just back from a ride on the Circle E., Fall 

Bullet Ride, October, 2008. 

Left to right: John Oliver on his foundation 

Spotted Saddle Horse, Katie Oliver on Maud, 

Tod Finley on George. 

 

 In 2010, because Leon's young grey trail mare 

Ostella's Diamond Crystal, sired by Buds 

Sterling Bullet, was in foal, Maud returned home 

to become Leon's trail mare. As he'd expected 

after her success as a mount for a green rider, he 

found that "She's got a lot of sense. Not spooky." 

Leon rode Maud all during the 2010 trail riding 

season. The pair participated in both of the 

annual Bullet trail rides, the spring edition at 

Catoosa Ridge, and the fall ride, which returned 

to the Circle E. near Winchester, Tennessee. In 

addition, Maud spent thirty days in the Amish 

community near Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, as 

Daniel Yoder taught her to drive, pulling a 

wagon or buggy. At present, she is the only mare 

in the Oliver herd that is broke to work as well as 

to ride. 

  

In the summer of 2010, Ostella's Souvenir Maud 

was bred to Buds Sterling Bullet. In mid-June of 

this year, the mating resulted in a light sorrel 

filly with a face marking that matches her 

mother's. Although she was ridden earlier in the 

spring before foaling time approached, Maud 

will have the rest of the season off as she 

rambles through the farm pastures, taking care of 

her daughter and teaching her those things that 

only a good mare can pass along to her offspring.  

  

Souvenir's Rascal, one of the last of the Sunless 

stallions within the walking horse breed, left 

behind only three Heritage offspring. In Ostella's 

Souvenir Maud, he sired a beautiful daughter 

with intelligence, willingness, and a wonderful 

trail walking gait, one of the rare ones who will 

take care of her rider without being dull, and one 

that thrives on human interaction. With her first 

filly, Maud promises to pass on these traits to be 

enjoyed by other horsemen in years to come. 

 

 
Maudôs 2011 filly sired by Budôs Sterling 

Bullet 

(Photo courtesy of BuddyBob Photography, Bob 

Long - Proprietor)  



EUROPEAN HIGHLIGHTS from Sandra 

van den Hof, Hechtel, Belgium 

 

 

Gaited Horse Clinic in France ï story by 

Maria Wittemann, the Urbensô intern. 

 

What are six (originally) Swiss, three Dutchmen 

and two Germans doing in a little village called 

ñSaint Sulpiceò in France? This is not the 

beginning of a bad joke, but of an unforgettable 

experience and the answer is easy to be guessed: 

They are eager to learn about the gaits of their 

horses. On 20
th 

May we were coming together 

for a weekend at the Urbensô place ñLa 

Ch©telaineò of whom we were hosted during the 

clinic given by Sandra van den Hof, owner of 

Pleasure Gaits in Belgium. RMH breeders 

themselves, the Urbens not only organized this 

multicultural event, but also lent some of their 

horses (both Rocky Mountain Horses and 

Tennessee Walking Horses) to participants who 

couldnôt bring along their own.  

 

On Friday, the clinic started on the ground. 

Trying to get us on the same level of knowledge, 

Sandra began to explain to us that there was not 

only THE gait, but a large palette and how we 

could find out which one a horse was likely to 

choose by looking at its conformation. Whew. 

Still thinking about the difference between a rack 

(which we wanted) and a pace (which we 

definitively didnôt want), the first two of us got 

their horses and started.  That first day, we 

mainly trained on different speeds in a normal 

trail walk. Sandra set value on us sitting in the 

balanced seat so we wouldnôt disturb the horse in 

its movement. Consequently this was the first 

challenge to manage. Next, we were working on 

getting the back end of the horse - she called it 

the motor - moving.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

On Saturday, we had a little more theory. After 

getting deeper into the topics of the day before, 

we again were corrected in our seat and learned 

some exercises that helped our horses to find into 

the special gait we wanted. Sandra consequently 

reminded us we had to bend and collect our 

horses instead of just ñpushing on a buttonò, 

which didnôt exist, before we could start in a 

rack or flatwalk. Training a horse to do a special 

gait, she explained, is a process that always takes 

its time, sometimes more, sometimes less. 

 

 

 
Our host, Beat, with one of the two Walkers 

who were part of the clinic 



 

 
Another Walker at the clinic 

 

On Sunday, we trained on the balanced seat on 

the ground. Coming to the practical part of the 

day, there was no one who didnôt remark 

improvement in his riding and the movement of 

his horse, some achieved to relax their horses, 

others improved their feeling of what kind of gait 

the horse was doing and again others managed to 

ride a rack or flat walk. So we all, horses as well 

as humans, were pleased with our work and 

looking forward to do the homework every one 

of us got. 

 

As there were still some horses which hadnôt 

been taking part in the clinic and some people 

who couldnôt get enough of it, on Sunday 

evening some of us enjoyed a final ride together 

in the forests. 

 

What remains to say is a great thanks to Sandra, 

for a clinic of a fantastic climate and a lot of 

information and to Ruth and Beat Urben, for 

organization and hostility. This weekend was the 

beginning of a chapter in the book of our 

horseback-lives that obviously needs to grow for 

some additional pages. 

 

Sandra added that most of the people who 

participated in the clinic were from Switzerland 

and France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Deb Rash, Chino, California 

 

ñI had the horse masseuse come and give her 

Majesty an all over body massage.  She seriously 

got the mouse. Because, of course, her Majesty 

doesn't 'do mice'!ò 

 

 
NFF Melanie Wilson and her trophy mouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 From Penny Finley, Plainview Farm, 

Cornersville, Tennessee 

 

ñPlease add these sold Heritage outcross horses 

to Heritage newsletter.  They went to Dick 

Haines and Jane Huffine of Georgia.ò 

 

 
Slimôs Silver Sonic, Heritage Outcross 

 

 

 
Jane Huffine on Slimôs Red Ruby 

 

 

 

More from Penny Finley, Plainview Farm, 

Cornersville, Tennessee 

 

ñWe showed at the Belfast Country Boy Show.  

Abigail and Gus tied 5th.  Abigail also really 

enjoyed the stick horse class.  She made it a 

speed event barely slowing down for her 

ribbon.ò 

 

 
Abigail & Gus 

 

 
Penny with Abigail & Gus 

 

 
Abigail in the Stick Horse class 



Lake Wissota State Park by Joan Hendricks, 

Owen, Wisconsin 

 

 
Diane Sczepanski has been spending most of her 

ñhorseò time for the last few years breeding 

mares and training foals. For the past year or so 

she has been telling us she wants to get back to 

riding. First, she traded a 2010 foal, Traveler, to 

Rachael Hill for Foxxy Lady. Foxxy wasnôt fast 

enough to be an endurance horse which is 

Rachaelôs preference, but would probably be just 

right for Diane to get back in the saddle again. 

Then, along came a chance for Diane to buy 

Ginger (15-yr-old Heritage mare) from Jim 

Vandenberg. Ginger has had a lot of trail riding 

time over the years and is a very easy going 

horse. So, now Diane has two horses she can ride 

again. 

 

A couple friends and I planned a week-end ride 

at Lake Wissota State Park near Chippewa Falls, 

WI and invited Diane to come along. She 

accepted our invitation and decided to bring 

Ginger. 

 

Diane is the early bird when we go anywhere so 

she arrived first and was saddled up before Ann 

and Gayle arrived. 

 

 
Diane on Ginger 

 

I am usually one of the early arrivals too, but 

today, just as I am loading my new green never-

before-ridden-away-from- home horse, the 

neighbor comes roaring into my yard on his 

ATV and spooks my ñgreenieò right out of the 

trailer. Took me almost an extra ½ hour to get 

him back into the trailer. 

 

When I arrived at the Lake Wissota trailhead, 

Ann had her horse all saddled and was ready to 

go. 

 

 
Ann on Lady 

 

That left Gayle and me to get our horses ready 

and get mounted. It usually takes me about 3 

minutes to get my horse out of the trailer, 

saddled and ready to go so it was close timing to 

be able to tell who was ready first. 

 

 
Gayle on LePew 

 

Diane took a picture of me about 20 seconds 

after I got on this green horse at a strange place 

(for him) so if my expression looks a little grim, 

that is why: 

 

 
Joan on NOAA 



 

Lake Wissota is our summer riding place as it is 

one of the few areas nearby where we donôt get 

overwhelmed with horse and deer flies. The 

trails are flat and sandy - just right for Dianeôs 

first ride away from home in a few years and just 

right for my youngster. 

 

We had a delightful if uneventful ride of about 3 

hours. We met bicycle riders and Ginger didnôt 

even really pay any attention to them. Part of the 

trail is along a road and passing cars also left 

Ginger unflappable. A very good trail horse is 

she! 

 

 
Diane on Ginger, Ann on Lady, Gayle on 

LePew with a view of Lake Wissota in the 

background. 

 

We stopped along the trail where there are 

hitching posts for the horses and a picnic table to 

sit at and have a snack if you so choose. We 

stopped there for a break and snacks. We teased 

Diane some about being stiff and maybe sore 

when she got off Ginger. Would she be able to 

get back on? Since it was Sunday, we even 

suggested she might be too stiff and sore to go to 

work the next day. 

 

We rode about 9 miles total. We skipped one 

loop Gayle suggested we take ï Gayle loves very 

long, very leisurely rides ï but with Diane 

having not ridden so far for such a long time and 

my youngster, we decided to call it a day.  

 

But, is Diane ready to do this again? You bet! At 

least that is what she tells us. 

 

 

 

From Deb Zaktansky, Watsontown, 

Pennsylvania 

 

ñHere are pics taken today of Katie.  She goes to 

the trainer in July.  Iôll let you know how sheôs 

doing and send pics of her when sheôs working.ò  

 

 
Societyôs Katherine Gray  

(Krispy Cream x NFF Wilsonôs Society King) 

 

 
 

 
Kati e 

 



From Austin Turley, Laurel, Montana  

 

 
 

Carbonadoôs Chief Joseph is a bay stud colt out 

of Rosella Chance and NFF Echoôs Blue Moon.  

He has 12 lines back to Booneôs Grey John and 

 goes back to Last Chance thru his mother 

Rosella Chance who is a direct daughter of 

Chanceôs Goldust H.  Thru his father, Joe traces 

back to Sir Maugray, a great breeding son of 

Wilsonôs Allen, as well as Paigeôs Echo and Red 

Budôs Rascal. 

  

Joe has an outgoing personality and he is very 

inquisitive.  Joe has good over stride, exhibits a 

deep head nod, and canters about freely.  He has 

a good front end, a nice shoulder and his legs are 

set out front with a nice neck.  He should mature 

around 15.2 hands. 

  

Joe would make someone a great stallion 

prospect to carry on his rare breeding, or a 

wonderful gelding to either trail ride or show.  

Joe is priced at $1500.00 

 

 

 
Awww, look at that face! 

 

 
Carbonadoôs Chief Joseph with his dam, 

Rosella Chance 

 

 
Joe shows off his well muscled hindquarters 

 

 

 

 

 


